F.No.16/1/2005-PMU
Government of India
Ministry of Finance
Department of Economic Affairs
(PMU & TRG)

New Delhi, the 7" January, 2005.
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject:-Singapore-Commonwealth Third Country Training Programme on “Business
Development Services’ Strategies for enhancing SME Competitiveness for
Commonwealth Developing Countries’ to be held at Singapore, from 14- 18
March,2005. Nominations reg.

The Commonwealth Sectt. has offered the above mentioned Third Country Training
Programme on “Business Development Services’ Strategies for enchancing SME Competitiveness
for Commonwealth Developing Countries” scheduled for 14 - 18 March,2005 to be held at
Singapore. The programme is jointly sponsored by the Commonwealth Sectt. and the
Government of Singapore. The details of the programme are enclosed.

2. The participants should be Senior Managers from the Public Sector SME environment or
from National Business Associations who work to promote SME development in their Country.
Furthermore, they should be:-

University graduates, or have the equivalent academic background with atleast 5 years of

occupational experiences in SME Development.
. Participants will receive Commonwealth Fund for Technical Cooperation(CFTC) awards
(administered by the Special Advisory Services division of the Commonwealth Sectt.) which
include hotel accommodation ( on a bed and breakfast basis) during their training period in
Singapore. Member Governments are requested to contribute the costs of the nominee’s retarn
airfares to Singapore. However the Commonwealth Sectt. may consider funding of airfares in
exceptional circumstances. The Govt. of Singapore, under its Singapore Cooperation Programme,
will sponsor the training component including the training facility and expertise of the
International Trade Instt. of Singapore. The Government of Singapore will provide living
allowance of S§ 30 per day to cover meals and other misc. expenses for participants during their
stay in Singapor. The details of the awards is enclosed.

4, The number of nominations to be sent to this Department may not exceed Two with one
reserve.
5 The nominations of suitable candidates may be done in accordance with the Department

of Economic Affairs OM No.1/13/03-PMU dated 5.4.2004(copy enclosed). The nomination details
should be submitted on the following:

1. Prescribed application form (GIDD I)(copy enclosed)

2. DEA’s prescribed proforma (copy enclosed).

Last date for submission: The completed application form should reach this Department
not later than 20.01.2005. Nominations received after the prescribed date will not be considered.
6. The circular inviting applications for training courses is also available on this

Department’s Website www.finmin.nic.in.
h~
(SAMI%CHMAR)

Deputy Director (PMU & TRG)

Tel-fax 2309 2229
1. Ministry of Commerce & Industry,New Delhi.

2. Ministry of Finance, New Delhi.

3. Ministry of Textiles, New Delhi.

4. Deptt. of Public Enterprises,CGO Complex,New Delhi.
5. All State Governments.

Copy to: The Technical Director (NIC) with the request to place it on the MOF website under the
“Courses offered by the Commonwealth Sectt.”



Strategies For Enhancing SME Competitiveness
For Commonwealth Developing Countries

14 - 18 March 2005, Singapore

The Commonwealth Secretariat
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore

International Trade Institute of Singapore




(BDS) are non-financial services provided
to businesses on either a formal or informal basis.
Is constrained by factors which can successfully be addressed by BDS.
These include low levels of education, poor management, weak marketing
skills, inadequate technical know-how, limited access to markets, lack

of information, and unreliable infrastructure.

encouraged governments to meet perceived
failures by directly delivering these services to SMEs.
has been mixed with most efforts failing to reach
Many ' are also unable to be sustained
and generally lack real impact. This places an onus on
to create the enabling environment for the

emergence of a profitable market for BDS.

The programme draws on an emerging track of record of work focusing

on the current trend of developing BDS markets in which organisations
providing BDS compete for small enterprise clients. The programme
encompasses plenary sessions in )
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