F.No.17(14)/2004-PMU
Ministry of Finance
Department of Economic Affairs
PMU and Training

New Delhi, the 19" November, 2004

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject : SIDA’s Advanced International Training Programme on “Environmental Impact
Asessment (EIA)” to be held in Sweden, from April 18 to May 20, 2005

The undersigned is directed to state that the Embassy of Sweden has invited the
nominations for the above mentioned training course to be held in Sweden. A copy of the
training brochure and application form is enclosed.

There are no specific slots for India for any training programme to be held in Sweden.
Nominations of various countries are assessed by the Swedish authorities on individual merits
and the most qualified candidates with relevant working experience are selected. The Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) provides funds to the selected Indian
participants, covering training fees, board and lodging. The travel cost, visa arrangements, for
the finally selected participants will be borne by the selected candidates/their nominating
organizations/Ministries/departments.

The nominations of suitable candidates as per guidelines issued on 5.4.2004 and DEA’s
prescribed proforma along with duly completed ‘application form’ should reach this Department
not later than 13.01.2005.

The circular inviting applications for training courses is also available on this
Department’s Website : finmin.nic.in.

(Samir Kumar)
Deputy Director (PMU)
To

Secretary, Ministry of Environment & Forests, Paryavaran Bhavan, Lodhi Road, New Delhi
110003.

\Aopy to: The Technical Director (NIC) with the request to place it on the M.O.F. website under
the “Short term courses offered by SIDA™.
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Invitation

The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
(Sida) is the government agency given the task to plan and
administer Sweden's bilateral cooperation programmes with
developing countries. The agency is also responsible for Swe-
den's cooperation with Central and Eastern Europe. At present
Sida is supporting approximately 2,000 projects. The major part
of the resources is allocated to some 20 partner countries
where more long-term cooperation is implemented.

The aim is to provide effective and efficient development
assistance in a changing world. This requires flexible methods
based on a holistic and cooperative approach. Sida’s activities
are based on the assumption that the recipient countries wish to
carry out changes and are willing to invest their own resources
to achieve these changes.

Sweden's total development assistance amounted fo MSEK
15,900 for 2003. Sida's budget is approximately MSEK
11,300. In addition to that, MSEK 749 is allocated for coopera-
tion with Central end Eastern Europe.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) are environmental management
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tools that are becoming extensively used all over the world, to
achieve sustainable development. The aim of the EIA/SEA is to
provide a good basis for decision-making, accounting for alterna-
tive solutions and illustrating environmental, social and economic
impacts of the new project, programme, plan or policy. Govern-
ments as well as bilateral and multilateral development agencies
often requires EIA for new or revised projects or plans. EIA is
often a prerequisite of large decisions on investment of both
state-owned and private financial institutions.

Sweden has a modern EIA legislation and EIA is today a
mandatory process in most sectors. A genuine capacity and
experience have developed among Swedish professionals within
the field and Ramboll AB is one of the main actors in this area,
with extensive experience from carrying out ElAs in a range of
different sectors and areas all over Sweden. There are also a
number of well-documented examples of ElAs in third world
countries, which have been implemented by Swedish organisa-
tions/consultants, including Ramboll Natura AB.

We trust that this training programme will be of interest to
you and we hereby invite you to nominate candidates.

Stockholm, October 2004
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Stina Mossberg
Managing Director
Ramboll Natura AB

Programme objectives

The general programme objective
1s to strengthen the capacity of the
participants in relation to EIA and
SEA and indirectly of the institu-

tions they represent.

Specific objectives

After the programime the partici-

pants shall have

— increased knowledge, experience
and ability to review and make
decisions based on environmen-
tal impact assessments of differ-
ent interventions on all levels;

— increased theoretical and pracu-
cal knowledge about interna-
tional, regional (including EU)
and nanional EIA and SEA
procedures, including processes,
legislation, methods and tools:

— been able to exchange experi-
ence and establish contacts and
networks between participants,

and between participants and
Swedish actors (agencies, compa-
nies, NGOs) active in EIA; and
clearly developed 1deas on how
to utilise their new knowledge
and expernience from the Train-
ing Programme 1n practice, in
their respective countries.

EIA/SEA

The global environmental situa-
tion: the concepts of EIA, SEA
and sustainable development
History and background to EIA
Recent trends in environmental
assessment

EIA and SEA in the planning
process and principles of EIA/
SEA

Legal framework and isututional
arrangements in Sweden and in
the partcipants’ home countries

Guidelines and requirements
developed and used by different
organisations and agencies
Important cross-cutting issues in
the EIA/SEA process (e.g. socio-
economic and cultural aspects,
participation and stakeholder
analysis).

Contents Module 2: Tools and methods
Module 1: Framework and concepts for —  Methodologies for sereening and
seoping

Methods and tools for the assess-
ing phase (e.g. impact significance
and valuauon, matnces, {low
diagrams and checkhsts: envi-
ronmental economics and cost-
benefit analysis: Geographic
Information Systems (GIS); and
environmental risk assessment)
Mitigation and impact management
Methods and tools for weietving
Decision-making

Monitoring, implementation and auditing






